
HBHE 610: Issues in Public Health Ethics 
Fall 2018 

Credit Hours: 3 
Hours: Mondays & Wednesdays, 1:00-2:30 pm 

Room 2695, Crossroads 
 
Instructor:    Scott Roberts, PhD  
Office:         Room 2834, SPH I  
Phone:             (734) 936-9854 
Fax:  (734) 763-7379 
E-mail:  jscottr@umich.edu 
Office hours:   Available by appointment 
 
Course description: This course surveys a broad range of issues in public health ethics. The first 
section of the course provides an introduction to key frameworks and concepts relevant to public 
health ethics and describes the overlap and distinctions between public health and medical ethics. 
The remainder of the course considers ethical dilemmas across the following domains: 1) resource 
allocation and distributive justice; 2) conflicts between individual rights and the common good; 3) 
health promotion & disease prevention; 4) tensions between market forces and social justice; and 5) 
research involving human subjects. The course uses a blend of lectures and group discussions to 
consider topics of interest, often taking a case-based approach. Students play an active role in 
researching, presenting, and analyzing case studies that are used to illustrate ethical concepts and 
conflicts and to facilitate class discussion. 
 
Course materials: All readings will be available on the course’s Canvas website. No books or 
coursepack are required for purchase. 
 
Pre-requisites: Graduate student standing in the School of Public Health or permission of instructor. 
Prior experience in bioethics courses is helpful but not required. 
 
Course goals: The course is designed to help students: 1) Gain familiarity with a broad range of 
ethical issues pertinent to public health in the United States and abroad; 2) Learn how to apply ethical 
frameworks and concepts to various dilemmas faced in public health and health care settings; 3) 
Develop an understanding of important historical and present day cases where ethical concerns have 
been prominent; and 4) Enhance written and oral presentation skills involved in ethical analysis. 
 
Competencies: The following HBHE competency will be a primary focus of the course: 

#3. Describe and apply ethical principles relevant to public health research and practice. 
(a) Understand and be able to apply relevant professional codes of ethics (e.g., APHA 

Principles of the Ethical Practice of Public Health, SOPHE Code of Ethics for the Health 
Education Profession) to practice activities. 

(b) Know and be able to apply rules and regulations designed to uphold public health ethical 
principles (e.g. HIPAA to protect confidentiality). 

(c) Engage in responsible conduct of research through the awareness and application of 
established ethical guidelines for the social and behavioral sciences. 

(d) Describe important historical events that have shaped ethical guidelines for public health 
research and practice (e.g. Tuskegee Syphilis Study). 

(e) Identify the ethical implications of emerging research, technology, and societal trends 
relevant to public health (e.g. expansion of public health genetics and genomics, 
commercialization of health services and products). 

(f)  Recognize how public health activities support social justice principles including health 
equity, human rights, appropriate allocation of health resources, and community 
engagement. 

(g) Analyze and resolve conflicts between ethical principles that commonly occur in public 
health research and practice (e.g. individual rights vs. the “common good”). 

https://sph.umich.edu/faculty-profiles/roberts-j.html
mailto:jscottr@umich.edu


These CEPH-required Learning Objectives and Competencies will be addressed in the course: 
 
Foundational Learning Objectives 
Profession & Science of Public Health 
1. Explain public health history, philosophy, and values  
2. Identify the core functions of public health and the 10 Essential Services  
6. Explain the critical importance of evidence in advancing public health knowledge  
 
Foundational Competencies 
Public Health & Health Care Systems  
6. Discuss the means by which structural bias, social inequities and racism undermine health and 
create challenges to achieving health equity at organizational, community and societal levels  

Policy in Public Health  
12. Discuss multiple dimensions of the policy-making process, including the roles of ethics and 
evidence  
15. Evaluate policies for their impact on public health and health equity  

Communication  
19. Communicate audience-appropriate public health content, both in writing and through oral 
presentation  

Interprofessional Practice  
21. Perform effectively on interprofessional teams  
 
Course requirements:  Students will be evaluated in the following areas: 
1) General participation (15%). Students will be expected to regularly attend class (attendance will be 
monitored), complete assigned readings, and actively participate in class discussions. 
 
2) Read & Respond (25%). Students are expected to engage in consideration of course topics through 
written responses to course materials submitted via the Canvas course website. Students are 
required to respond to an assigned course reading (and/or related materials) and corresponding 
discussion questions for 6 out of the 12 Read & Respond assignments offered during the course of 
the semester.  
 
3) Critical reflection paper (15%). Students will analyze an ethical dilemma that they have 
encountered in their professional development. This 5-page paper is due on Friday, October 12th.  
 
4) Group presentation (20%). At the outset of the semester, students will be assigned in groups to 
address one of the Group Presentation topics in the course. On their assigned week, the group will be 
responsible for an hour-long session in which they 1) provide a formal presentation on their topic, 
offering background details and highlighting the ethical tensions involved in the case; and 2) facilitate 
a classroom discussion of the ethical issues raised by their particular topic. Each student group is 
required to meet with the instructor prior to the presentation to identify resources on their topic and to 
receive guidance regarding strategies for the presentation. 
 
5) Final paper (25%). At semester’s end, students will submit an ethical analysis developed around a 
topic of their choosing that illustrates a decision-making dilemma within public health. The final paper 
will be approximately 12 pages in length, not including references. This paper is due Friday, 
December 14. 
 
Additional guidelines on these assignments can be found within the Assignments section of the course 
website. 
 
 
 



Policy on use of electronic devices: Use of personal cell phones during class is prohibited. Laptop 
computers and tablets may occasionally be used with the instructor’s permission for course-related 
purposes (e.g., note taking, accessing course website and readings), but their use will typically be 
disallowed to avoid potential distractions (e.g., personal messaging, web surfing) and to promote 
student engagement in class discussion. 
 
Academic integrity: The faculty and staff of the School of Public Health believe that the conduct of 
a student registered or taking courses in the School should be consistent with that of a professional 
person. Students should show courtesy, honesty, and respect toward faculty members, guest 
lecturers, administrative support staff, community partners, and fellow students.  Similarly, students 
should expect faculty to treat them fairly, showing respect for their ideas and opinions and striving to 
help them achieve maximum benefits from their experience in the School. 
 
Student academic misconduct refers to behavior that may include plagiarism, cheating, fabrication, 
falsification of records or official documents, intentional misuse of equipment or materials (including 
library materials), and aiding and abetting the perpetration of such acts.  Please visit 
https://sph.umich.edu/student-resources/mph-mhsa.html for the full SPH Code of Academic Integrity 
and further definition of these terms.  
 
SPH Writing Lab: The SPH Writing Lab is located in 5025 SPH II and offers writing support to all 
SPH students for course papers, manuscripts, grant proposals, dissertations, personal statements, 
and all other academic writing tasks.  The Lab can also help answer questions on academic integrity. 
To learn more or make an appointment, please visit the SPH writing lab website.   
 
Student well-being: SPH faculty and staff believe it is important to support the physical and 
emotional well-being of our students. If you have a physical or mental health issue that is affecting 
your performance or participation in any course, and/or if you need help connecting with University 
services, please contact the instructor or the Office of Academic Affairs. Please visit 
https://sph.umich.edu/student-life/wellness.html for more information. 
 
Student accommodations: Students should speak with their instructors before or during the first 
week of classes regarding any special needs. Students can also visit the Office of Academic Affairs for 
assistance in coordinating communications around accommodations. Students seeking academic 
accommodations should register with Services for Students with Disabilities (SSD). SSD arranges 
reasonable and appropriate academic accommodations for students with disabilities. Please visit 
https://ssd.umich.edu/accommodations for more information on student accommodations. 
 
Students who expect to miss classes, examinations, or other assignments as a consequence of their 
religious observance shall be provided with a reasonable alternative opportunity to complete such 
academic responsibilities. It is the obligation of students to provide faculty with reasonable notice of the 
dates of religious holidays on which they will be absent. Please visit the UM Provost website at 
http://www.provost.umich.edu/calendar/ for the complete University policy. 
 
Diversity, equity, and inclusion (DEI): The University of Michigan School of Public Health seeks to 
create and disseminate knowledge, with the aim of preventing disease and promoting the health of 
populations worldwide. We commit to create an environment to foster relationships within and beyond 
the School of Public Health that promote community connection. Utilizing the institutional civility code 
we will promote the values of diversity, equity, and inclusion, both inside and outside our classrooms. 
To this end, SPH upholds the expectations that all course participants will acknowledge diverse 
experiences in the classroom, create environments that encourage equitable classroom participation, 
and ensure that students and faculty abide by UM policies and procedures. 
 
 

 
 

https://sph.umich.edu/student-resources/mph-mhsa.html
https://sph.umich.edu/writing-lab/
https://sph.umich.edu/student-life/wellness.html
https://ssd.umich.edu/accommodations
http://www.provost.umich.edu/calendar/


COURSE OUTLINE OF TOPICS 

I. BACKGROUND AND OVERARCHING CONCEPTS 
Public health ethics concepts & frameworks  
Cultural, religious, and political influences  
Regulation and oversight 
 
II. RESOURCE ALLOCATION & DISTRIBUTIVE JUSTICE 
Poverty, race and domestic health disparities  
Global health disparities 
Health care priority setting and resource allocation 
 
III. INDIVIDUAL RIGHTS VS. COMMON GOOD 
Infectious disease control  
Vaccination  
Tobacco control 
Driving and injury prevention 
 
IV. HEALTH PROMOTION & DISEASE PREVENTION 
Health communications  
Health behavior interventions  
Population-based screening  
Drug addiction 
 
V. FREE MARKETS VS. SOCIAL JUSTICE 
Big Tobacco 
Big Food 
Big Pharma 
 
VI. RESEARCH ETHICS 
History and overview (Tuskegee Syphilis Study)  
Conflicts of interest  
Research with vulnerable populations 
Community engagement & public trust 
Genetics & genomics research 
 

 
 

KEY DATES 
 

Assignment Due Date(s) 
Critical reflection paper                           October 12 

Group presentations (8 total)        October 17, 24, 29 
                                                          November 5, 7, 12, 19                                                                

                 December 3  
Read & Respond (6 out of 12)                                                    September 16, 18, 25, 30 

                                                           October 2, 7, 21, 30 
                                                         November 13, 20, 27      
                                                                       December 4 
 
 Final project                                                                         December 14  

 
 



UNIT ONE: BACKGROUND AND OVERARCHING CONCEPTS 
Introduction to the course (September 5) 
Review course syllabus and complete Work Values Assessment worksheet 
 
Ethical concepts, principles, and theories (September 10) 
Sandel MJ. (2009). Excerpts from Justice: What’s the Right Thing to Do? New York: Farrar, Straus & 
Giroux. 
 
Ortmann LW et al. (2016). Public health ethics: Global cases, practice, and context. In DH Barrett et al 
(Eds.), Public Health Ethics: Cases Spanning the Globe.  
 
Public health ethics frameworks (September 12) 
Nuffield Council on Ethics. (2007). An ethical framework. In Public health: Ethical issues (pp. 11-28). 
London: Nuffield Council on Ethics. 
 
Kass N. (2001). An ethics framework for public health. American Journal of Public Health, 91, 1776-82. 
 
Public Health Leadership Society. (2002). Principles of the Ethical Practice of Public Health, Version 
2.2. Public Health Leadership Society. 

 
*GROUP ASSIGNMENTS MADE FOR IN-CLASS PRESENTATIONS* 

 
Cultural and religious influences (September 17) 
Rachels J. (1999). The challenge of cultural relativism. In The Elements of Moral Philosophy (pp. 15-
29). New York: McGraw-Hill. 
 
Harris DM. (2011). Ethical issues in reproductive health. In DM Harris, Ethics in Health Services and 
Policy (pp. 61-83). San Francisco: John Wiley and Sons. 
 
Stahl RY, Emanuel EJ. (2017). Physicians, not conscripts--Conscientious objection in health care. New 
England Journal of Medicine, 376, 1380-85. 
 
Read & Respond #1: Addressing denialism in public health  
Barraza L et al (2013). Denialism and its adverse effect on public health. Jurimetrics, 53, 307-25. 
 
Political and ideological influences (September 19) 
Morone JA. (2005). Morality, politics, and health policy. In: D Mechanic et al, Eds. Policy Challenges 
in Modern Health Care (pp. 13-25). New Jersey: Rutgers University Press. 
 
Haidt J. (2012). The moral foundations of politics. In The Righteous Mind: Why Good People are 
Divided by Politics and Religion (pp. 128-54). Pantheon Books. 
 
Read & Respond #2: Sullum’s libertarian critique of public health 
Sullum J. (1996). What the doctor orders. Priorities, 8(2), 8-16. 
 
Behavioral ethics (September 24) 
Wikler D (2002). Personal and social responsibility for health. Ethics & International Affairs, 16, 47-55. 
 
Bazerman MH, Tenbrunsel AE (2012). The gap between intended and actual ethical behavior. In Blind 
Spots: Why We Fail to Do What’s Right and What to Do About It. Princeton University Press. 
 
Tenbrunsel AE, Messick DM. (2004). Ethical fading: The role of self-deception in unethical 
behavior. Social Justice Research, 17, 223-36. 
 
Spiegel A. (2012, May 1). Psychology of fraud: Why good people do bad things. National Public Radio. 

http://www.npr.org/2012/05/01/151764534/psychology-of-fraud-why-good-people-do-bad-things


Regulation and oversight (September 26) 
Gostin LO, Stone L. (2007). Health of the people: The highest law? In: Dawson A, Verweij M, Eds. 
Ethics, prevention and public health (pp. 59-77). Oxford: Oxford University Press. 
 
Michaels D, Monforton C. (2005). Manufacturing uncertainty: Contested science and the protection of 
the public’s health and environment. American Journal of Public Health, 95, S39-48.  
 
Karnani A. (2010, August 23). The case against corporate social responsibility. Wall Street Journal. 
 
Read & Respond #3: Industry undermining of public health science 
Kenner R [director]. (2015). Merchants of Doubt [documentary film]. New York: Sony Pictures. 
 
UNIT TWO: RESOURCE ALLOCATION & DISTRIBUTIVE JUSTICE 
Poverty, race & domestic health disparities (October 1) 
Jones CM. (2010). The moral problem of health disparities. American Journal of Public Health, 100, 
S47-S51. 
 
Smith L [director]. (2017, May 31). Poisoned water [documentary film]. PBS / NOVA.  
 
Read & Respond #4: Reparations for historical mistreatment of minority groups 
Coates TN. (2014, June). The case for reparations. The Atlantic. 
 
Global health disparities: The Ebola crisis and the duty to assist (October 3) 
Presidential Commission for the Study of Bioethical Issues. (2015, February). Ethics and Ebola 
overview. In Ethics and Ebola: Public Health Planning & Response (pp. 2-20). 
 
PBS Frontline (2015, May 5). Outbreak [news documentary]. Boston: WGBH. 
 
Cole T. (2012, March 21). The White-Savior Industrial Complex. The Atlantic. 
 
Read & Respond #5: Global health inequities and the duty to assist 
Singer P. (2009). Excerpts from The life you can save: Acting now to end world poverty (pp. 3-41). 
New York: Random House. 
 
Health care resource allocation (October 8) 
Harris DM. (2011). Ethical issues in rationing and allocation of limited resources. In Ethics in Health 
Services and Policy (pp. 151-73). San Francisco: John Wiley and Sons. 
 
Brody H. (2012). From an ethics of rationing to an ethics of waste avoidance. New England Journal of 
Medicine, 366, 1949-50. 
 
Read & Respond #6: Resource allocation in end-of-life care 
Gawande A. (2015). Being mortal  [news documentary]. Boston: WGBH. 

UNIT THREE: INDIVIDUAL RIGHTS VERSUS THE COMMON GOOD 
Infectious disease control (October 10) 
Guest speaker: Laura Power, MD, MPH; Clinical Assistant Professor of Epidemiology and Medicine; 
University of Michigan Schools of Public Health and Medicine 
 
Smith CB et al. (2004). Are there characteristics of infectious disease that raise special ethical issues? 
Developing World Bioethics, 4, 1-16. 
 
Melnick AL. (2013). Containing communicable diseases: Personal control measures. In RG Bernheim 
et al (Eds.). Essentials of Public Health Ethics (pp. 171-91). Jones and Bartlett Learning. 

 

https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2014/06/the-case-for-reparations/361631/
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/film/outbreak/
https://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2012/03/the-white-savior-industrial-complex/254843/
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/film/being-mortal/


*CRITICAL REFLECTION PAPER DUE FRIDAY, OCTOBER 12* 
 
Fall Break (October 15)—NO CLASS  
 
Vaccination (October 17) 
Childress JF. (2013). Immunization: Protection through vaccination. In RG Bernheim et al (Eds.). 
Essentials of Public Health Ethics (pp. 145-69). Jones and Bartlett Learning. 
 
PBS Frontline (2015, March 24). The vaccine war [news documentary]. Boston: WGBH. 
 
Group presentation #1: School-based HPV vaccination mandates 
Bayefsky MJ. (2018). The ethical case for mandating HPV vaccination. Journal of Law, Medicine & 
Ethics, 46, 501-10. 
 
Tobacco control and smoking bans (October 22) 
Voigt K. (2010). Smoking and social justice. Public Health Ethics, 3, 91-106. 
 
Bayer R, Bachynski K. (2013). Banning smoking in parks and on beaches: Science, policy and the 
politics of denormalization. Health Affairs, 32, 1291-98. 
 
Warner KE, Pollack HA. (2014, November 13). The nicotine fix. Atlantic Monthly. 
 
Read & Respond #7: Should employers be permitted not to hire smokers? 
Asch DA, et al (2013). Conflicts and compromises in not hiring smokers. New England Journal of 
Medicine, 368, 1369-71. 
 
Driving and injury prevention (October 24) 
Jones MM, Bayer R. (2007). Paternalism and its discontents: Motorcycle helmet laws, libertarian 
values, and public health. American Journal of Public Health, 97, 208-17. 
 
Richtel M. (2016, September 24). Phone makers could cut off drivers. So why don’t they? New York 
Times. 
 
Group presentation #2: Driving and dementia 
Greenstein AR. (2017). Dementia and driving: Ethics and the law. TCNJ Journal of Student 
Scholarship, 19, 1-9. 
 
UNIT FOUR: HEALTH PROMOTION & DISEASE PREVENTION 
Health communications (October 29) 
Guttman N. (2016). Ethical issues in health promotion and communication interventions. In Oxford 
Research Encyclopedia of Communication. Oxford University Press. 
 
Cho H, Salmon CT. (2007). Unintended effects of health communication campaigns. Journal of 
Communication, 57, 293-317. 
 
Group presentation #3: Ethics of maternal & child health communication campaigns  
Ballantyne A et al. (2016). Pregnancy and the culture of extreme risk aversion. American Journal of 
Bioethics, 16, 21-23. 
 
Health behavior change interventions (October 31) 
Blumenthal Barby JS, Burroughs H. (2012). Seeking better health care outcomes: The ethics of using 
the “nudge”. American Journal of Bioethics, 12(2), 1-10. 
 
Becker GS, Elias JJ. (2014, January 18). Cash for kidneys: The case for a market for organs. Wall 
Street Journal. 

https://www.nytimes.com/2016/09/25/technology/phone-makers-could-cut-off-drivers-so-why-dont-they.html
https://umich.instructure.com/courses/180164/files/5116440/download?wrap=1


Read & Respond #8: Penalties and incentives in employer-based wellness programs 
Pearson SD, Lieber SR. (2009). Financial penalties for the unhealthy? Ethical guidelines for holding 
employees responsible for their health. Health Affairs, 28, 845-52. 
 
Schmidt H. (2012). Wellness incentives, equity, and the "5 Groups" problem. American Journal of 
Public Health, 102, 49-54. 
 
Population-based screening (November 5) 
Botkin JR, Rothwell E. (2016). Whole genome sequencing and newborn screening. Current Genetic 
Medicine Reports, 4, 1-6. 
 
Carter SM (2016). Ethical aspects of cancer screening. Cancer Forum, 40, 105-09. 
 
Group presentation #4: Direct-to-consumer genetic testing 
Kolata G. (2018, July 2). The online gene test finds a dangerous mutation—it may well be wrong. New 
York Times. 
 
Drug addiction (November 7) 
Carter A, Miller PG, Hall W. (2012). The ethics of harm reduction. In Pates R, Riley D, Eds. Harm 
reduction in substance use and high-risk behaviour (pp. 11-23). Blackwell Publishing. 
 
Alexander M. (2010). Excerpts from The New Jim Crow: Mass Incarceration in the Age of 
Colorblindness (pp. 34-73). The New Press. 
 
PBS Frontline (2016). Chasing heroin [news documentary]. Boston: WGBH. 
 
Group presentation #5: The ethics of prescribing and monitoring prescription opioids  
Rieder TN. (2017, September 24). An ethical dilemma for doctors: When is it OK to prescribe opioids? 
The Conversation. 
 
UNIT FIVE: FREE MARKETS VERSUS SOCIAL JUSTICE  
Big Tobacco (November 12) 
Brandt AM. (2012). Inventing conflicts of interest: A history of tobacco industry tactics. American  
Journal of Public Health, 102, 63-71. 
 
Anker TB. (2016). Analysis of the paternalistic justification of an agenda setting public health policy: 
The case of tobacco plain packaging. Public Health Ethics, 9(2), 208-28. 
 
Group presentation #6: Ethical issues in the regulation of E-Cigarettes 
Fairchild A. (2018, May 31). Juul: Why a trendy e-cig is causing a social—and public health—
commotion. The Conversation. 
 
Big Food (November 14) 
Brownell K, Warner KE. (2009). The perils of ignoring history: Big Tobacco played dirty and millions 
died. How similar is Big Food? Milbank Quarterly, 87, 259-94. 
 
Tempels T et al (2017). Big Food’s ambivalence: Seeking profit and responsibility for health. American 
Journal of Public Health, 107, 402-406. 
 
Read & Respond #9: Policy dilemmas in obesity prevention 
Kass N et al. (2014). Ethics & obesity prevention: Ethical considerations in 3 approaches to reducing 
consumption of sugar-sweetened beverages. American Journal of Public Health, 104, 787-95. 
 
Big Pharma (November 19) 
Kessel M. (2014). Restoring the pharmaceutical industry’s reputation. Nature Biotechnology, 32, 983-

https://www.nytimes.com/2018/07/02/health/gene-testing-disease-nyt.html
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/film/chasing-heroin/
https://theconversation.com/juul-why-a-trendy-e-cig-is-causing-a-social-and-public-health-commotion-90985
https://theconversation.com/juul-why-a-trendy-e-cig-is-causing-a-social-and-public-health-commotion-90985


90. 
 
Leisinger KM et al. (2012). Improving access to medicines in low and middle income countries: 
Corporate responsibilities in context. Southern Medical Review, 5, 3-8. 
 
Group presentation #7: Ethical issues in prescription drug pricing 
Parker-Lue S et al (2015). The ethics and economics of pharmaceutical pricing. Annual Review of 
Pharmacology & Toxicology, 55, 191-206. 
 
UNIT SIX: RESEARCH ETHICS 
History (November 21) 
Meldrum ML. (2008). The Salk polio vaccine trial of 1954. In E Emanuel et al (Eds.), Oxford Textbook 
of Clinical Research Ethics (pp. 61-72). Oxford University Press. 
 
Reverby SM. (2016). Restorative justice and restorative history for the sexually transmitted disease 
inoculation experiments in Guatemala. American Journal of Public Health, 106, 1163-64. 
 
Read & Respond #10: The Tuskegee Syphilis Study 
PBS/NOVA. (1993). The Deadly Deception [documentary]. Boston: WGBH. 
 
Research ethics principles (November 26) 
Emanuel EJ, Wendler D, Grady C. (2008). An ethical framework for biomedical research. In EJ 
Emanuel et al (Eds.), Oxford Textbook of Clinical Research Ethics (pp. 123-35). Oxford University 
Press. 
 
Barrett DH et al. (2016). Public health research. In DH Barrett et al (Eds.) Public health ethics: cases 
spanning the globe (pp. 285-316). Springer Publishing. 
 
Conflicts of interest (November 28) 
Emanuel EJ, Thompson DF. (2008). The concept of conflicts of interest. In EJ Emanuel et al 
(Eds.), Oxford Textbook of Clinical Ethics (pp. 758-66). Oxford University Press. 
 
PLoS Medicine editors. (2008). Making sense of non-financial competing interests. PLoS 
Medicine, 5(9) e199. 
 
Resnik DB, Kennedy CE. (2010). Balancing scientific and community interests in community-based 
participatory research. Accountability in Research, 17, 198-210. 
 
Read & Respond #11: Head injuries and dementia risk in pro football 
PBS Frontline. (2013, October 8). League of denial: The NFL’s concussion crisis. Boston: WGBH. 
 
Clinical research with vulnerable populations (December 3) 
Emanuel E, Wendler D, Killen J, Grady J. (2004). What makes clinical research in developing 
countries ethical? The benchmarks of ethical research. Journal of Infectious Diseases, 189, 930-37. 
 
Lahey T. (2013). The ethics of clinical research in low- and middle-income counries. Handbook of 
Clinical Neurology, 118, 301-13. 
 
Group presentation #8: The ethics of Zika prevention trials 
Ethics Working Group on ZIKV Research & Pregnancy. (2017, June). Excerpts from Pregnant Women 
& the Zika Virus Vaccine Research Agenda: Ethics Guidance on Priorities, Inclusion, and Evidence 
Generation (pp. 11-21, 72-79).  
 
Community engagement and public trust (December 5) 
Banks S et al (2013). Everyday ethics in community-based participatory research. Contemporary 



Social Science, 8, 263-77. 
 
Rosner D, Markowitz G. (2012). With the best intentions: Lead research and the challenge to public 
health. American Journal of Public Health, 102, e19-e33. 
 
Read & Respond #12: ACT-UP and AIDS research activism 
France D [director]. (2012). How to survive a plague.  [documentary film]. Public Square Films.  
 
Genetics & genomics research (December 10) 
Boddington P. (2012). An overview of research ethics and challenges from genomics. In Ethical 
Challenges in Genomics (pp. 83-108). Springer: Berlin. 
 
Harmon A. (2010, April 24). Where’d you go with my DNA? New York Times. [See also “Blood 
Journey” video on NY Times website] 
 
 

*FINAL PAPER DUE BY DECEMBER 14* 

http://surviveaplague.com/see-the-doc
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